
By JASON RYAN
The Beaufort Gazette

An area planning commis-
sion will advise the Beaufort 
City Council to reduce the 
amount of commercial and 
residential development 
allowed as part of a 5,000-
acre annexation in Grays Hill 
and Seabrook.

The City Council gave pre-
liminary approval Jan. 24 to 
the annexation and develop-
ment of Clarendon Farms 
and McLeod Farm, moving 
forward agreements that 
would allow the construction 
of up to 16,000 homes, and 
amenities that include golf 
courses, marinas and trains 

on the rural marshside land.
But the city’s plans were 

delayed after several groups, 
including the County 
Council, Marine Corps Air 
Station Beaufort and the 
Beaufort-Port Royal Joint 
M u n i c i p a l  P l a n n i n g 
Commission called on the 
City Council to further review 
the development plans.

In addition to calling for 
reduced versions of the 
d e v e l o p m e n t  p l a n s 
Wednesday, the municipal 
planning commission agreed 
to ask the city to require traf-
fic studies and more detailed 
road planning.

By GREG HAMBRICK
The Beaufort Gazette

Former Beaufort County Assessor Bernice 
Wright has filed a lawsuit seeking more 
than $10 million from Beaufort County and 
three staff members who she claims con-

spired to remove her from office.
Wright retired in January 2005 after 

county staff members, including County 
Administrator Gary Kubic, forwarded 
concerns to state agencies regarding what 
they thought to be questionable tax 

breaks applied to property owned by 
Wright’s family. The State Revenue 
Department, the State Ethics Commission 
and the State Law Enforcement Division 
handled individual investigations, and by 
September each had determined there was 

no evidence of wrongdoing by Wright.
Though Wright’s lawsuit calls for a 

$10 million award — $5 million from Kubic, 
former auditor Cindy Levy and Treasurer 
Joy Logan and $5 million from the county 
— the South Carolina Tort Claims Act lim-
its the government’s liability to $300,000.

The suit also asks for punitive damages to 
be determined by a jury. The state act pro-

hibits punitive damages against the county
and protects individuals if they were acting
within their work responsibilities. 

The lawsuit, which was filed Monday in
the Beaufort County Courthouse, claims
that Wright was “scorned, ridiculed and
caused to resign from the position she held
under extreme duress and pressure.”
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Former assessor sues county for $10M
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Surprise visit  
President Bush made 
an unannounced visit 

to Afghanistan 
on Wednesday.
See World, 6A

Architects seek to preserve buildings and the environment . 1C, Neighbors

Beaufort, Battery Creek track teams compete in final tuneup. 1B, Sports
Weather:  High 80º, Low 52º.  Mostly sunny, breezy and warm today. Partly cloudy tonight. 8B

By JASON RYAN
The Beaufort Gazette

The leader of Beaufort 
Performing Arts has stirred the 
pot with programming decisions 
for the 2006-07 season that 
include reducing the number of 
chamber music performances 
by Charles Wadsworth.

Executive Director Dee Dee 
Sandt and the board of the 
two-year-old arts group chose 
last week to approve contracting 
three performances next season 
with the classical musician 
instead of the regular five, opting 
to contract two other chamber 
musicians to fill the gap.

During a Wednesday meeting 
with angry chamber music lov-
ers at the University of South 
Carolina Beaufort, Sandt cited 
the loss of revenue and flagging 
attendance at the events, as well 
as a wish to diversify next sea-
son’s 18-show lineup, which also 
will feature dance, comedy and 
circus entertainers.

Sandt  has said most shows sell 
more than 90 percent of the 500-
seat theater but that Wadsworth 
consistently undersells and is of 
appeal to a limited audience. 
Regular tickets cost $35 or $40.

Arts 
schedule 
sparks 
debate
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ON THE LIGHTSIDE:
Shoe shiner donates 
$100,000 to hospital

PITTSBURGH — A man who started shin-
ing shoes at a hospital in 1982 set a goal of 
donating $100,000 in tips to the hospital’s 
fund for poor children.

Albert Lexie on Tuesday was honored by 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh for reaching 
that milestone.

Lexie, 63, of Monessen, received a com-
memorative plaque; a second plaque will be 
placed at the hospital.

“It is inspiring to see what Albert has 
achieved through his hard work, generosity 
and dedication to the patients and families 
of Children’s,” said Roger A. Oxendale, the 
hospital’s president and CEO.

Lexie charges $3 for a shoeshine, which he 
does using a box he built at age 15. 

— The Associated Press
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DEATHSFRIDAY 
Southern art
Documentary 
showcases lives and 
work of folk artists 
in the South.
➤ SCENE, 1C

By BUSHRA JUHI
The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD, Iraq — The 
sectarian cleansing that 
drove 68-year-old Abbas al-
Saiedi from his home may 
be as alarming a sign of a 
country on the brink of civil 
war as the killings that have 
swept Iraq in the past week.

Masked gunmen carrying 
rocket-propelled grenade 
launchers and automatic 
rifles kicked down the gate at 
his house, fired into the air 
and told the Shiite he had 48 
hours to get his family out of 
the predominantly Sunni 
neighborhood in west 
Baghdad.

Al-Saiedi’s story, a tale of 
fear and desperation, repre-
sents a growing phenomenon 
of religious cleansing in 
which members of each 
Muslim sect are driving the 
others from neighborhoods 
where they have long lived 

side by side.
The practice, which has

been going on for some time
in neighborhoods south of
Baghdad, is a barometer of
the degree to which the
Shiites and Sunnis have
moved on the path to civil
war. 

The number of incidents
cannot be fully gauged, but
is not yet at the level of mass
expulsions of the kind that
took place in the Balkans
during the civil war there in
the 1990s.

For their part, Sunnis
have long-standing claims
of attacks by Shiite-domi-
nated and,  some say,
government-linked death
squads and eviction from
homes in the very neigh-
b o r h o o d s  n ow  b e i n g
occupied by Shiites dis-
placed from Sunni areas.

Sectarian clashes 
could precipitate 
civil war in Iraq

Wright says conspiracy drove her from office

By MARGARET EBRAHIM 
and JOHN SOLOMON
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In dramatic 
and sometimes agonizing terms, 
federal disaster officials warned 
President Bush and his home-
land security chief before 
Hurricane Katrina struck that 
the storm could breach levees, 
put lives at risk in New Orleans’ 
Superdome and overwhelm res-
cuers, according to confidential 
video footage.

Bush didn’t ask a single ques-
tion during the final briefing 
before Katrina struck on Aug. 29, 
but he assured soon-to-be-bat-
tered state officials: “We are fully 
prepared.”

The footage — along with seven 
days of transcripts of briefings 
obtained by The Associated Press 
— shows in excruciating detail 
that while federal officials antici-
pated the tragedy that unfolded 
in New Orleans and elsewhere 
along the Gulf Coast, they were 
fatally slow to realize they had not 
mustered enough resources to 
deal with the disaster.

Splitting, Splitting, 
movingmoving

an officean office

A crane lifted the historic 
law office of Edmund 
Rhett, a two-room 
cottage, Wednesday 
morning from a 
second-story perch 
at the corner of West 
and Port Republic 
streets to a new 
ground-level home 
on the property of 
the Beaufort Inn. 
➤ SEE STORY, 2A

BOB SOFALY/GAZETTE

The Thomas Edmund Rhett law 
office was nestled into its new niche 
Wednesday morning by workmen with 
All Crane from Charleston. 

DRAWINGS ARE SCHEMATIC 
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Nos. 1-3: A weakened understory
The lower floor (constructed in the early 1900s) has been 
damaged by rot. Here are a few highlights of the damage: 
(1) Weakened corner posts, (2) a sinking foundation, 
(3) snapped timbers connecting the main roof to the porch’s 
roof, and (4) a generally unstable lower floor that needed to 
be stabilized before the top floor could be moved.
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Various wood supports built 
throughout the structure to 
stabilize it for the move.

The crane lifted 
the upper floor by 
connecting cables to two 
steel beams installed by 
construction crews.

A crane with a boom lift 
of 150 feet picked up the 
18-foot upper story.

The upper floor was 
cut free from non- 
original portions 
of the structure, 
including the 
West Street porch.

Beam trusses and jacking 
posts were built to install 
the two steel beams and 
lift them into place.
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Letters A-D: A myriad of fixes
(A) Some necessary support posts on the lower floor were 

either missing or never constructed — five were built to help 
stabilize the structure.

(B) Beam trusses were built to help guide the insertion of 
two steel beams (each weighs more than 1,000 pounds) and 
jacking posts were built nearby to carry the weight of the 
upper story.

(C) Support posts were used to carry the load of the sagging 
porch roof.

(D) A wooden support structure 
was constructed to help hold 
the north side of the upper floor 
together. 
Acting much like a giant paper 
clip, the support structure was 
tightened to two metal bars 
(one in the attic and one on the 
underside of the second floor).

The movement sequence:

The turning radius required the crane to be 
moved to two spots. The crane first moved 
the house halfway, set it down, then the 
crane was repositioned and then finished 
moving the house to its new home behind 
the Female Benevolent Society House.

Steel 
plate

Steel 
plate

Wooden 
frame

Long screw 
used for 
tightening

Ceiling

Floor

Beam slid 
in atop 
beam 
trusses

Two jacks atop jacking 
posts raised the beam 
into contact with the 
house, allowing the 
jacking post to help 
support the upper story 
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C2C2
Movement process

The three house locations
First and second crane locationsC1C1 C2C2
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➤ SHIITES, 9A
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➤ VIDEO, 9A

Video: Bush 
was warned 
of Katrina’s 
deadly path

➤ DEVELOPMENT, 9A



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


